PERSPECTIVES

Zambia successfully launches the first multi-sectoral
national action plan on antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
O Kapona
Zambia National Public Health Institute, Lusaka, Zambia
Correspondence: Otridah Kapona (otimy1@yahoo.com)
Citation style for this article:
Kapona O. Zambia Successfully Launches the First Multi-Sectoral National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). Health Press Zambia Bull.
2017;1(12), pp5-7.

Zambia has adopted the “One Health” approach in the fight against
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and has through a consultative
process of all line Ministries and cooperating partners, successfully
formulated a ten (10) year national action plan (Multi-sectoral AMR
National Action Plan 2017) that will guide the country’s response to
combating AMR. The multi-sectoral AMR NAP is intended to
institute strategic interventions in all key sectors relevant to this
fight, that is, the human, animal, plant, and environment sectors.

budget estimated at US$ 17,893,100 and, monitoring and
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Figure 1 the honourable Minister Health Dr Chitalu Chilufy MP (Centre), flanked by the honourable minister of
Fisheries and Livestock, Mr Micheal Zondani Jay Katambo, Mp (right) and the honorable Minister of Water
development, Sanitation and Environmental protection, Mr Lloyd Mulenga Kaziya, MP (left), jointly cut the ribbon at
the launch while The National AMR focal point, Ms Otridah Kapona looks on.
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has been reported in some blood stream strains with very

The use of antimicrobials in all sectors, has come along with

limited expensive options for therapy [1].

the rise in Antimicrobial Resistance and if we fail to act, we
will go back into the dark ages of medicine where the
treatable infections and injuries will kill once again, and
scarcity of food will haunt us.
Because antimicrobial resistant organisms have the
potential to move between food producing animals and
humans by direct exposure or through the food chain or
the environment, AMR is therefore, a multi-sectoral
problem encompassing the interface between humans,
animals and the environment (FAO,2015). The fact that
human and veterinary health, food and feed production
systems and agro-ecological environments all contribute to
and are affected by AMR, indicates the need for multisectoral and multi-dimensional “One Health” approach to
curb its occurrence. The FAO/OIE/WHO tripartite,
together with public and private organizations, share
responsibilities for addressing global activities regarding
AMR at the animal-human-ecosystem interfaces.

Join the fight against AMR and let us
together, work towards a world free from
fear of untreatable Infections

It is therefore important that, as the country moves into
implementation, all stakeholder Ministries and Institutions
key to the fight against AMR come on board to ensure

Globally, it is estimated that AMR will be responsible for
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References

deaths occurring in Africa. Therefore, AMR is currently a
major emerging international public health concern with

1.Samutela MT, Mwansa JCL, Kalonda A, Mumbula EM, Kaile T,
Marimo C, Korolyova L, Hang’ombe BM, Simulundu E, Musyani
CL, Kwenda G..Antimicrobial susceptibility profiles of Methicillin
resistant Staphylococcus aureus isolates from the university teaching
hospital, Lusaka, Zambia., Jour of Med Sc & Tech.2015; 4(1);19–25
2.WHO: World Health Assembly addresses antimicrobial resistance,
immunization gaps and malnutrition [Online] Available at:
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/wha-25may-2015/en/ 2015a (Accessed 5th October 2016)
3.FAO Action plan on antimicrobial resistance 20162020,www.fao.org/3/a-i5996e.pdf

potential to slow down human development (SDG-3).
Antimicrobial Resistance has also affected Global Gross
Domestic Products (GDP) and is expected to decrease by
US$ 100 Trillion (3.5 %) by 2050. The cost will be more
than 50 times the expected economic output of subSaharan Africa.
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